First Reformed Church
of Nyack
Pastoral Reflections
Usually, I simply post a brief sermon reflection (which I have below), but this
time I’d like to highlight many of the happenings at our church.
We held our annual Fall service at Marydell Faith and Life Center in Upper
Nyack. It was a beautiful day in a beautiful country setting.
We celebrated the distinguished ministry of Jeff and Helen Weishaar. The term
“pillar” was immediately used to describe them; and they certainly are pillars.
We are grateful for their years of service to our church.
Our immensely talented Music Director, Jim Rensink, facilitated a deeply moving service entitled “A Celebration of Music, Literature and Prayerful Reflection.” With us that morning was Sherry Sylar, Associate Principal Oboe of NY
Philharmonic.
The First Immanuel Missionary Baptist Church joined us to celebrate the 13th
pastoral anniversary of Rev. Everett Leonard Newton. Pastor Newton is a well
beloved community leader involved in many activities, including ecumenical
and interfaith work. I was honored to deliver the sermon.
On Sunday, November 22, we will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of Jim
Rensink serving as our Music Director. Jim, along with his wife, Jean, and
their three sons, has been an integral member of the church. It is a joy to celebrate this event. Please do make it a point to join us for this festive occasion!
On Tuesday, November 24 at 7:30pm, the Nyack Thanksgiving Interfaith Service will be held at The Reform Temple of Rockland (formerly Temple Beth
Torah). The First Reformed Church is an active member of the Interfaith Clergy Association of Nyack. I am honored to have been asked to deliver this
year’s sermon. Please do join us.
On Wednesday, November 25, we are hosting the annual Thanksgiving luncheon for the clients of the Nyack Consultation Center. We are in need of volunteers to help set, serve, and clean up. Perhaps you can give 1 hour of your day?
To volunteer, please contact Carol Russell at carolrus@me.com. Or you can
contact me at nyackpastor@gmail.com.
I just saw my first holiday commercial during the World Series which means
Christmas must be around the corner! Please consider being with us during
Continued on page 2
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Pastoral Reflections continued...
this wonderful season. And make sure to save the dates for our annual Christmas Pageant (December 13
at 5pm) and Christmas Eve Evening Service (December 24 at 7pm).
Sadly, longtime member Ethel Jean Lee died August 20, 2015 from cancer. EJ was deeply loved and respected by the congregation. She was on the consistory that hired me. And, she was the first member of
the congregation whom I personally knew that died. I remember how I cried when I left the hospital
room the last time we spoke. She will always hold a special place in my heart. May her memory be eternal.
Finally, I’m happy to share that I successfully completed all the denominational and classis examinations
toward ordination. For their support in various ways I’d like to recognize and thank Rev. Cornelis Kors
(Executive Director, Ministerial Formation and Certification Agency), Rev. Robert Williams (Pastor, United Church of Spring Valley), Rev, John VandenOever (Pastor, Piermont Reformed Church), Rev. Edward
Schreur (Pastor, Greenville Community Church) and Joanne Fernandez (Chair of the Human Support
Committee, Rockland-Westchester Classis). Of course, I am grateful to the consistory and the congregation for your support. You have overwhelmed me with love and encouragement throughout the process.
Thank you.
Well that’s it for now. I look forward to seeing you at church.

A Note from Our Music Director
As we approach the upcoming holiday
season, I'm excited to once again experience the traditional favorites while
mixing in some new holiday music composed in recent years. Just having finished the first
of what I hope will become a tradition, the guest
artist service of prayer, worship, and poetry, I am
looking forward to choir and various soloists intensifying the meaning of our holiday worship. And, of
course, the Christmas pageant, done in our unique
way, is always a highlight.

The traditional carols, as sung by us all in the congregation, spark so many wonderful memories. I
often think back to the first time the triplets took
part in the pageant. While they may have looked
cherubic, once they found out that their shoes
could make a loud stomping noise on the platform,
“Away In a Manger” turned into “Charge of the
Light Brigade.” Maybe that's why they feel like they
have to play with their pop when asked these days!
Here's to making heart-warming music together this
Holiday season!
best, Jim Rensink

GIVING

Support First Reformed Church through service, prayer, and/or giving. The church website is set up for
members and friends to make online donations through PayPal: www.nyackreformed.org/giving
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Sermon Reflections
Embracing Our Ever Evolving Selves
Jesus says, “Who do people say I am?” The deeper question he is asking his disciples – and he asks each of
us today – “Who do you say I am?” Peter famously responds, “You are the Messiah.”
Much ink has been spilt on the meaning of this question and answer. What’s interesting for me is that at
different points of my journey, I’ve understood and related to Jesus in different ways. How I understand
Jesus’ life and teachings has evolved over the years.
I say this with no judgement – it’s just my experience – but it’s curious to me when people say they have
the same understanding or image of Jesus now as an adult as they did as a child.
I say this because my lens/my perspectives/my needs/my understandings/my experiences/my weaknesses/
my strengths/my theology/my spirituality is ever evolving. Just like my eyeglass prescription changes the
older I become, my perspectives of the faith change as well.
A popular Christian phrase we hear is “God is the same yesterday, today, tomorrow.” My response to
this is, “I’m not the same.” And while Jesus’ life and teachings are constant – as I return to the Gospel
stories year after year – how I understand Jesus’ life and teachings – how I relate to Jesus – evolves.
And I want to recommend to each of us that as our spiritual and ethical perspectives evolve to be gentle
with ourselves. To be compassionate to ourselves. To be loving to ourselves. Changing spiritual perspectives can be scary. We are mortals discerning eternal questions.
And so as my journey continues, so does my journey with Jesus. Who do you say I am?
It depends on who we were where we were. It depends on who we are where we are.
I share this as an invitation for us to be open. To not remain fixed in narrow understandings of Jesus causing our faith to become rigid law which we hold with clenched fists and creates a rigor mortis of spiritual
development. But to open our hands and be receptive to where this Christian journey leads. And to invoke the life of the mind as well as the life of the heart.
This pastoral reflection was taken and edited from a sermon based on Mark 7:24-37 and delivered by Fernando
Arzola Jr. on September 13, 2015.
FRC ANNUAL CHRISTMAS NYACK CONSULTATION CENTER PARTY AND GIFT EXCHANGE
Once again this year we have the wonderful opportunity to brighten up the Christmas season for the
Nyack Consultation Center clients who utilize our office building weekdays.
We are looking for some personal care items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste,
bar soap and combs to fill at least 40 gift bags. If you would like to donate towards the gift bags, please bring your items to the church office or on Sunday
morning worship. Contact Carol Russell (845-358-1139) for more info.
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Soup Angels
The Thanksgiving Feast is coming soonNovember 25th. While final numbers
are not entirely confirmed, it would
appear that we are in line to duplicate
or exceed the 3,000 meals we sent
around to Rockland county agencies,
schools and churches last year. Below
is a partial list of those receiving complete turkey
dinners with all the trimmings on November 25th,
2015.

lotion, bandaids and other personal care items. We
will continue to partner with First Reformed Church
to supply funds for needed coats, blankets and other
items for any of our guests or other community
members in need of emergency assistance in this
way.
Thanks to all the church members for your on-going
support of Soup Angels and we wish you a joyous
Christmas season.

As the cold weather sets in we are starting once
Warmest thanks,
again to prepare our hearty soups for Monday meals
and to make sure we have lots of volunteers in place
Kathie Rife and Katie Berry for Soup Angels
for weather emergencies. For our winter holiday
give away, we are planning to hand out hats and
gloves to all as well as health kits of full-sized toothpaste, toothbrushes, bars of soap, shampoo, hand

Blanket Drive
All First Reformed church members are asked to stock up on any blanket sales
you see so we can keep an emergency supply on-hand for people in need. We are
in need of new, warm twin sized blankets. If you are able to purchase one, please
bring the blanket to the church in a plastic bag to keep it clean. For more info,
contact Carol Russell or Kathie Rife.

Operation Christmas Child
Join us as we continue our annual tradition of filling a shoebox with Christmas
goodies for a sweet child somewhere in the world! Shoeboxes are available at
the church. Please return your filled box with a $7 donation to cover shipping
costs by November 15th. Please contact Terri Wanamaker
(pomsmom247@yahoo.com) with any questions.
If you donate online, you can follow your box: www.samaritanspurse.org.
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Tuesday November 24th
6:00pm: Interfaith Youth Program
7:30pm: Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Sermon: Pastor Fernando Arzola Jr, First Reformed Church of Nyack
Where: Reform Temple of Rockland
Nyack Campus 330 N Highland Ave, Upper Nyack NY 10960
RTR’s 7-12th grade students will be collecting donations for

Meals on Wheels Programs & Services
We will be collecting items for “Blizzard Boxes” which consist of non-perishable
food items delivered to recipients of Meals on Wheels’ Homebound Program. We
will need:
Empty Shoe Boxes (shoe boxes only,
please no boot boxes)
Non-perishable Food Items such as:


Milk/Juice; Low Sodium
Soups/Vegetables; Tea Bags, Hot Chocolate; Sugar Free Jello/Pudding

Individual boxes or packets of oatmeal,
breakfast bars; Canned Tuna, Chicken,
Sardines; Canned or Dried Beans/Rice;
Water or Juice Packed Fruits; Powdered
Please bring items to your temple/church through the afternoon of
Tuesday, November 24th
Questions? Contact Bonnie Wiiliams
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
By Bonnie Williams, Sunday School Coordinator
In November, during the service, the young people
will share some of the songs they’ve learned in Vacation Bible School. They have been practicing the
songs and spending time taking a closer look at the
10 Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, the miracles
of Jesus and the books of the Bible.
On November 8th the students will assemble
boxes for Operation Christmas Child. This
wonderful tradition gives us an opportunity to
share and to give thanks for all that we have.
We continue the celebration of God Sightings (times when we are thankful or feel especially close to
God). This month many of the young people were thankful for success in their school work. We talked
about the verse in Matthew in which Jesus tells us, “Let your light so shine before men that they will see
your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” In particular we are thankful to God for
Roberto Chia’s recognition by Rockland Community College for his academic achievement
and for the recent induction of Elise Graham and Caileigh Travers into the National Honor
Society.
As Advent approaches we will focus on preparation for the 91st Annual Christmas
Pageant on Sunday December 13th at 5:00. We will be practicing in Sunday
School and will set aside the morning of Saturday, December 5th from 10:00 a.m. to
noon for a complete run through. Sunday December 13th we will practice in Sunday
School, pause for pizza and then utilize the afternoon for a complete dress rehearsal,
and make-up and costume adjustment in preparation for the 5:00 p.m. performance.
Many helping hands are needed for refreshments, make-up, costume preparation and
crafts. Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to celebrate the reason for the season. It
is such a wonderful time to share our faith and worship together.
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT & ADVENT COMMUNITY PRESENTATION
PLEASE BE READY TO HELP!
Saturday, December 5

10:00-12:00 Everyone except No Cherubs and No Choir
Rehearsal and give out costumes

Sunday, December 13

10:30-11:30

Sunday School practice

ALL DAY

12:00 – 12:45 Pizza
1:00-4:30pm Full dress rehearsal in costumes
(Includes music and lighting)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 5:00
PERFORMANCE!!
(SEE MAKE-UP CALL BELOW)
MAKE-UP CALL December 13 – Extra Help Needed for Costumes & Make-Up
2:30

Make-up, costume and props committees

3:00

Kings, Innkeeper, Joseph, Mary, King Herod

3:30

Pages, Shepherds, Star Angel, Gabriel, Angel of the Lord, Herald Angels,
Winged Angels, Guardian Angels

4:00

Cherubs, Musicians, Narrators and choir

4:00

Ushers

PARENTS – PLEASE SEND LIPSTICK, LIPLINER AND EYELINER WITH YOUNG PERSON
Cherubs – Wear long T-shirt or Turtle neck and white socks for under costume
Angels – wear slip and white socks under costume
Kings – have T-shirt shorts and sandals if possible
Pages – dark turtle neck and sandals if possible

Shepherds – T- shirt and shorts

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20

10:30 A.M. Family worship & Jesus Birthday Party

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27

10:30 A.M. Family worship (no Sunday School)

Volume IV, Issue IV

Page 8

HONORING JIM RENSINK
AND HIS 25 YEARS OF MINISTRY AT FRC
Sunday, November 22 ~ 10:30am

ANNUAL INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE
THE REFORM TEMPLE OF ROCKLAND
Tuesday, November 24 ~ 7:30pm

91th ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
DECEMBER

13, 2015 ~5PM

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24 ~ 7PM

Nyack’s Hometown Church

First Reformed Church of Nyack
Church Location
18 South Broadway
Nyack, NY 10960
Mailing Address
Box 565, Nyack, NY 10960
845 358 5518
firstnyackchurch@gmail.com
www.nyackreformed.org
www.facebook.com/groups/frcnyac

Calendar of Upcoming
Events: Don’t Miss Out!
Sunday, November 15, 10:30am: Guest speaker, Peter
James.
Sunday, November 22, 10:30am: 25th Anniversary celebration of Jim Rensink as Music Director.
Tuesday, November 24, 7:30am: Annual Nyack Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service at The Reform Temple of Rockland.
Wednesday, November 25: Thanksgiving luncheon for
Nyack Consultation Center clients in Pitkin Room.

Pastor/Preaching Elder
Dr. Fernando Arzola Jr.
Nyackpastor@gmail.com
Manse 845 480 5680

Sunday, September 27, 10:30am: Ministry Celebration of
Jeff & Helen Weishaar with reception following service.

Office Manager/Newsletter Editor
Sarah Kotecha

Sunday, December 13, 10-4:30pm: Christmas Pageant
dress rehearsal.

Music Director
James Rensink

Sunday, December 13, 5pm: Christmas Pageant.

Children’s Sunday School Coordinator
Bonnie Williams

Thursday, December 24, 7:30pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

CONSISTORY
Elders
Skip Russell
Chuck Travers (Vice President)
Deacons
Arlene Keiser
Katherine Rife (Clerk)
Paul Wanamaker
Affiliated with
The Reformed Church in America

Sunday, December 5, 10am: Christmas Pageant rehearsal.

November & December
Anniversaries
November 26:
Harmon & Bonnie Williams celebrate 49 years

November & December
Birthdays
November 4: Margie Jennings
November 12: Gianna Alessi
November 30: Paul Wanamaker
December 1: Duncan Lee
John Biavati
December 11: Helen Weishaar
December 31: Marion Biavati

