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What Bible translation should I use? 
 

This is a common question I hear. The preference is totally subjective, but not 

without some consideration.  English Bible translations reflect the Christian 

spectrum. In my experience, Christians tend to select Bible translations based 

on two overarching categories/concerns: 
 

1. The scholarly concern: How accurate/close to the Greek and Hebrew texts 

is the translation? 

The personal concern: What theological/philosophical tradition does this Bible 

translation reflect? 
 

The reality is that Bible translations tend to reflect the theological/

philosophical traditions and presuppositions of its editors, translators, and pub-

lishers. In my experience, Conservative Protestant Christians, Liberal 

Protestant Christians, Catholic Christians, Orthodox Christians, and others tend 

to feel most comfortable with Bible translations that – generally speaking - re-

flect their theological/philosophical leanings. Or, have the formal or informal 

“endorsements” of their respective theological/philosophical preferences. For 

example: 
 

 Romans Catholics may prefer The New American Bible (NAB) because it 

is endorsed by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

 Eastern Orthodox Christians may prefer The Orthodox Study Bible because 

it was developed by Orthodox Christian biblical scholars and has the blessing 

of many Orthodox bishops and seminaries. 

 Mainline Christians may prefer the New Revised Standard Version because 

it was developed by an ecumenical group of scholars and endorsed by the Na-

tional Council of the Churches of Christ. 

 Evangelical Christians may prefer the New International Version, New 

American Standard Bible, English Standard Version, or New King James Ver-

sion which are the 4 most popular translations (in descending order) among 

members of the National Association of Evangelicals. 
 

In the two graphs below, we see a popular and simple presentation of the inter-

pretation spectrum from Word-for-Word (Formal Equivalence/Exactness) to 

Thought-for-Thought (Dynamic Equivalence/Readability).  

Continued on page 2 



Pastoral Reflections continued 

Sometimes, Thought-for-Thought translations are popular with children ministries or seeker-sensitive 

churches because they tend to be an easier read and less “theologically-heavy.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some helpful links, with the above graphs, which do a pretty good job in explaining the various 

translations. But these articles, like me, show subjectively, bias, and preference. Nevertheless, I think you’ll 

find them informative. 
 

http://www.apbrown2.net/web/TranslationComparisonChart.htm 
 

http://zondervan.com/sites/default/files/m/bibles/translation_chart_poster.pdf 
 

http://www.tateville.com/translations.html 

 

I’ve used various translations depending on the respective stage of my spiritual journey, but I’ve generally 

returned to, and presently use the NIV and NRSV translations. 
 

The NIV is used by more traditional denominations/congregations. The publisher states that it’s the 

“world’s most widely read…English translation of the Bible.” The committee of translators consists of 

Evangelical scholars. This is my translation of choice for personal devotions, preaching, and Bible study. 

http://www.thenivbible.com/ 

The NRSV is used by many (perhaps most) main-line denominations, like the Reformed Church in Ameri-

ca. The committee of translators is ecumenical, reflecting the spectrum of Protestant, Catholic and Ortho-

dox scholars. In my graduate and doctoral studies, professors used the NRSV. I also use this translation for 

Bible study. 

 

Continued on page 3 
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Pastoral Reflections continued from page 2 

http://www.nrsv.net/ 

Ideally, as a student of Scripture, you should be developing a library with commentaries, concordances, and 

Bible dictionaries. These too reflect the spectrum of theological/philosophical leanings. And make sure the 

concordances and word-study match your Bible translation preference.  

 

I hope this is helpful. Ultimately, you should select a translation with which you feel most comfortable. 

And which you will read!  

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Fred 
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Finance stuff....is it really that exciting?  Well, I think so.   
 

You can make the argument it’s what keeps us going, pays the bills and you can also say it’s part of our mission.  Last 

year we purchased new pew cushions, we recently helped to buy an AC unit for the Pitkin Room (the Soup Angels 

funded the other half), and most recently we updated the Manse appliances and did other work for the arrival of Fred 

and Jill. 
 

We do a lot with what we have and there is so much more to do.  We want to update the lounge and Lovatt Chapel. 
 

Year to date we have been pretty even with income to expenses.  Our weekly offerings are pacing just ahead of prior 

year to date.  I’m happy to provide anyone with the specific dollars we have; just send me a note. Sarah puts together a 

monthly budget versus actuals which compare last year to date also.  She usually has that completed about the 5th of 

each month. 
 

We have decided to send out quarterly updates (Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer) to keep you apprised of our financial 

state, expenses, and needs. And we will add a “Treasurer’s Update” on the newsletter (as you can see). We believe the 

membership should be regularly informed of the church’s finances and that all financial activities should be transpar-

ent. 

Of course, occasionally, we may have specific issues that may require us to ask for an extra financial gift. We hope 

you understand.  With that in mind, we now have PayPal set up on our site (http://www.nyackreformed.org/

giving.html).  Please consider a regular donation especially if you don’t live close by.  It’s easy, painless, and it 

works.   

Enjoy your summer, 

Kevin Graham 

Treasurer, FRC 

Treasurer’s Update 

http://www.nrsv.net/
http://www.nyackreformed.org/giving.html
http://www.nyackreformed.org/giving.html
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We have enjoyed a relaxed Sunday School experience in July.  

While our services begin at 10:00, the First Haitian Church 

children come at 10:30 so we are enjoying an informal time 

of reading the Bible, playing games and thinking ahead about 

VBS in August.  Kristen White has been teaching our nursery 

children (Charlie and Ellie) about Joseph and his coat of 

many colors and we all meet together in the air-conditioned 

lounge.  On July 21st we shared a cake in honor of Machlie 

Bastien who will soon leave for Atlanta, Georgia to live near 

her fiancé.  Their wedding is planned for the spring.  How we 

will miss her leadership!  The Sunday School enjoyed the professional talents of Carol Rus-

sell, who led the Sunday School on July 28th and Skip presented the Children’s Message. 

 

We are getting ready for Kingdom Rock where kids stand strong for God!  

Don’t forget it is August 19th-23rd from 5:30 to 8:00 P.M.  Adults and children will 

enjoy this time together.  Bonnie met again with Elise Graham and Caileigh Travers.  They 

are playing leadership roles in this VBS as part of their requirements for the Girl Scout Sil-

ver Award.  Caileigh will be in charge of games and Elise will coordinate and act in the Bible 

Adventure part of Kingdom Rock.  Carolyn Travers gave us tips on decorating.  Kristen 

White and Destiny Bossa will help to lead the singing part of the program and Shannon 

Dedyo will coordinate the King’s Kitchen.  We hope to talk some of our men into playing 

either King David or Nehemiah.  It is rumored that 8th Grader, Roberto Chia-Balmaceda 

will be playing a knight and Jesus.  Many of our older students will be Crew Leaders and 

Assistant Crew Leaders.  The House of Prayer and First Haitian Church children will be 

participating so we are thrilled that all three congregations will be worshipping and playing 

together. 

There is still time to register.    Email Bonnie for more information:   

bonniew34@optonline.net 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IN JULY 
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DON’T MISS THE FUN!     

REGISTER NOW FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

AUGUST 19-23, 2013 

5:30 – 8:00 P.M. 

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH OF NYACK 

To Register:  Call 845-358-5518 

Or email:  bonniew34@optonline.net  
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The Youth Room 

We recently finished painting the room and are ready to 

install a new door.  We are still looking for furniture 

offers.  So, if you have a couch or side table that you 

don't want anymore, let us know!  Donations are always 

welcome.  We look forward to helping Mrs. Bonnie 

host Vacation Bible School August 19th through the 

24th.  Thanks to all that have already donated!  We 

can't wait for you to see the outcome. 

 

—Caileigh Travers and Elise Graham 

The Youth Room 

Friends, 

 

Our church family recently had a Sunday morning service, followed by a picnic, at the beautiful home of 

Jean and Jim Rensink.  There were approximately 30-35 parishioners in attendance and we were so pleased 

to have Bill and Betty Doster with us.  The service was very nice with a soft breeze helping us deal with 

the oppressive heat.  The food---needless to say it was varied and plentiful, to be sure!!  I believe there 

may even have been an adult beverage in the mix of ice tea, soda, coffee, etc., etc.  Of the non-alcoholic 

variety of course!  Charley and his dad were the first into the pool and probably the last out.  

 

Again, Jean and Jim, thank you, so much, for your wonderful hospitality.  We are so blessed to have you as 

part of our church family. 

 

Elder Al  

Ps. You can see some pictures of our wonderful time together on the next page! 

About Our Church Picnic 
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 Highlights from Summer Worship and Church Picnic 

At The Rensinks’ Home 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



This month has been a monetary 

challenge for Soup Angels. Our 

church dishwasher gave us 12 years 

of faithful service but decided one 

Tuesday night when Kathie and To-

masa were cooking meatloaf to blow 

a gasket of some sort and spill gush-

ing hot water on the kitchen floor. 

Thanks to Skip Russell who came to 

the rescue quickly and shut off the water (it looked a 

little like the Sorcerer's Apprentice scene with Mickey 

Mouse and the brooms from Fantasia) and to Paul 

Wanamaker who helped try to get the unit repaired 

and scope out the possibilities for a new one with us. 

Our frustration was that a repair company charged us 

for diagnosis and replacement parts, none of which 

worked when the unit was turned back on. 

We picked out a new Jet Tech unit that cost $3300. 

Soup Angels paid the bill and it finally arrived this 

Wednesday after a long wait. Our thanks again to Skip 

for helping on our various attempts at the delivery of 

the new dishwasher/sanitizer and again to Paul for find-

ing a plumber to do the installation. Soup Angels is 

now attempting to reach out to the community and 

ask for assistance with the cost of the new dishwasher, 

since this expenditure had to include funds that are 

usually used for meals for our guests. We ask for 

God's blessings on us, and we are thankful for HIS on-

going gifts to us. 

-Kathie Rife and Katie Berry 
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By Terri Wanamaker 

 

There was an invitation to join a group on Face-

book last week to participate in the Daniel Fast, 

which is based on the Book of Daniel in the Bible. It 

is a spiritual fast, as well as a physical fast. It is a 

plant based diet, with water being the only beverage 
allowed.  

There is a book that is recommended, by Susan 

Gregory, called The Daniel Fast.  It describes fasting 

tips, how to prepare, as well as devotionals and 

how to pray during the fast. On the cover is writ-

ten: 

“Feed your soul, strengthen your spirit, and renew 

your body.” 

Doesn't that sound nice?  I really wanted to try to 

do it, so I joined the group, knowing full well that I 

would be leaving for my family reunion vacation in 

less than a week.  I should have known better!  Go 

completely vegan?  When the only beverage al-

lowed would be water?  With a bunch of Italians?  

When each night would be a different theme ? 

(thanks Carolyn Travers for that idea )We are slat-

ed to have an Italian night, a Mexican night, com-

plete with Sangria, a Hawaiian night, German night, 

and finally All American night with strawberry 

shortcake and hotdogs?? 

Well, there went the vegan aspect. Clearly that's 

not going to happen this week! 

So I figured I'd work instead on the “renew your 

body” part. Enter the pile of workout clothes that I 

packed with my new exciting fluorescent green 

sneakers with the hot pink shoelaces. I did give 

them a fleeting thought, during the sunrise one 

morning, as Paul jogged past me, and a few minutes 

later, my niece from San Francisco, prancing past 

me as she trains for her first triathlon. "Hi Aunt 

Terri! Bye Aunt Terri"! So I walk faster, but in a 

second or two I am distracted by the gorgeous sun-

rise happening right before me; the sound of the 

ocean; and the pelicans flying in a row among the 

waves. It makes me slow down, take a million pic-
tures, and collect some more shells.   

So much for the 'renew your body' part! 

It's obvious I have to put this Daniel Fast on hold 

until we get home in a few days. But I will be ready. 

I have Ms. Gregory's book on my Nook. I bought a 

new water bottle that won't give me those nasty 

carcinogens as I drink my 64 ounces of lemon water 

each day. I love fruit. I love veggies.   

I can't wait to feed my soul, strengthen my spirit, 

and renew my body! Oh, and if anybody would like 

to join me for this twenty one day fast, let me 

know! 

Terri’s Thoughts: Fasting to Feed the Soul 



Following the completion of a 10-year goal known as “Our Call, the General Synod adopted a new state-

ment of direction for RCA mission and ministry called “Transformed and Transforming: Radically Follow-

ing Christ in Mission Together.” 
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Transformed and Transforming: Radically 

Following Christ in Mission Together 

 

The Reformed Church in America commits to focus 

its efforts for the next fifteen years on the following 

three interconnected strategic priorities:  

1) Cultivating Transformation in Christ  

(John 15; Deut. 6:4-9; 1 Cor. 3:6-8; Rom. 12:1-2; 

2 Cor. 3:18; Matt. 22:34-40; Luke 6:40; Acts 
2:42-47; 2 Cor. 5:17-18; Matt. 28:18-20; Eph. 

4:16; Gal. 3:28) 

 

 Developing passionate disciples filled with 

the Holy Spirit and the truth of the Word 

who effectively make followers of Jesus who 

live and love like him. 

 Deepening our spiritual journey in ways that 

are biblical and Reformed. 

 Loving and embracing all people. 

 Opening ourselves humbly to deep change 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

 Increasing our personal and corporate devo-

tion to God, emphasizing prayer and wor-

ship. 

 Building intentional intergenerational disci-

pling relationships. 

 Engaging conflict in healthy and redemptive 

ways. 

2) Equipping Emerging Leaders of Today and 

Tomorrow 

(Deut. 6:4-9; Luke 9:48; Eph. 4:11-12; 2 Tim. 

2:2) 

 

 Increasing the awareness that God is calling 

youth and young adults to become leaders. 

 Developing youth intentionally for missional, 

congregational, and pastoral leadership. 

 Mobilizing emerging leaders for service in 

the church and world. 

 Preparing leaders of all ages for fruitful min-

istry in diverse environments. 

 Cultivating diverse and healthy leaders with-

in the total membership of the body of 

Christ,so that churches can thrive. 

 

3)  Engaging in Christ’s Kingdom Mission 

(Luke 4:18-19; Acts 1:8; Luke 10:25-37; Matt. 

28:18-20; Matt. 14:14; Micah 6:8; Matt. 13:44; 

Matt. 9:37; Acts 2:42-47; Rev. 7:9-12; Isa. 61:1-4) 

 

 Contextualizing ministry and church in new 

and expanded ways. 

 Prioritizing youth involvement in missional 

ministry. 

 Serving as agents of renewal through putting 

our faith in action. 

 Promoting justice, compassion, and reconcil-

iation. 

 Expanding mission that is both local and 

global with equal passion and commitment. 

 Equipping existing churches to move out-

ward in ministry.  

 Embracing our mission to the world and 

sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with 

everyone. 

 Multiplying missional communities and new 

churches that put the love of Christ into ac-

tion. 

 

https://www.rca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=9438 

New Denominational Strategic Goal 

https://www.rca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=9438


Men’s Fishing Trip 

 

 
 

Friday, August 16 at 10am 

Will gather at church. Fishing from Piermont Pier (not on boat) 

Dr. Peter Park, Assistant Professor of Biology at Nyack College and expert fisherman, will 

lead this day of fun, fellowship and learning 
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Women’s Fellowship 

Calling all Ladies!!! 

 

Our Women's Fellowship has had two official get-togethers since Pastor Fred 

has come on-board at our church.  These times have been full of great food, 

fun and time to get to know each other better.  We want to invite all women 

(21 years or older) to join us as we continue to meet. 

 

The PURPOSE of our Women's Fellowship is to help women grown in Christ and support each oth-

er.  Life is full of ups and downs and sideways turns and it always helps to have a friend to listen, pray and 

support you during those times.  Our Women's Fellowship is designed to be a safe place where we can 

share with other women and encourage each other as we all seek Jesus. We plan to accomplish our pur-

pose by sharing in 1) Bible study, 2) worship & prayer together, 3) educational opportunities, and 4) fellow-

ship activities.  

 

Do you love to read?   

Some of the ladies of our church have begun to read "Lineage of Grace" by Francine Rivers.  This book is 

actually five novels in one.  Each story shares from the prospective of one of the five women actually 

named in the lineage of Christ in the first chapter of Matthew.  These women, were unlikely candidates, 

but God choose them to be part of the lineage to bring forth the Messiah.   



 

 

Check out the coolest Facebook church group page in Rockland County! 

Don’t miss anything. Stay up-to-date on all church happenings 

Simply type “Nyack Church” in the search box and join the family today! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/frcnyack/ 

 

 

 

Check out this new section of our website!  Contemporary, Hymns, Sacred Music, Christmas, and Lent/

Easter songs are highlighted for your enjoyment pleasure. We’ll continue to add the music of the faith. 

http://www.nyackreformed.org/music-for-the-soul.html 
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Since the summer is the time of least musical activity, Fred thought it might be enlight-

ening to share something about my choices for the hymns. Usually I use suggestions 

from the church lectionary, the book that tells us what Sunday we are in church calen-

dar wise. It suggests the appropriate readings and also the corresponding hymns. I use 

this, as well as the sermon title, to find hymn texts that seem right and tunes that I 

think you all will know. 

 

Since we are focusing on Ecclesiastes this summer instead of using the lectionary, I have taken a different 

tact. I, after reading the chapter, (finding it somewhat confounding, if not downright disconcerting) decided 

to pick hymns, both familiar, and reassuring. To my mind, those texts are found in the Song of Psalms — 

hence most of the selections we are singing. I hope you enjoy these as much as I, but every once in a while 

they will have unfamiliar tunes, so let's enjoy learning then together! 

       Best,   Ol' Jim  

A Note From Our Music Director 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/frcnyack/
http://www.nyackreformed.org/music-for-the-soul.html


Buildings & Grounds Update 

The Building and Grounds Committee has been 

VERY busy this past month. Here's a few things 

we've been doing: 

 

 Pastor Fred and Jill have moved into the Manse! 

After an incredible amount of work by a lot of 

people, the Manse is looking really good. Here 

are just some of the improvements that were 

made: 

 Interior completely repainted in beautiful colors 

chosen by Fred and Jill.  

 All new sink faucets in the bathrooms. 

 All windows professionally cleaned. 

 Screens repaired and installed. 

 All new light switches and fluorescent bulbs in 

lights. 

 Many new updated outlets throughout. 

 All new smoke and CO detectors. 

 New stove, refrigerator and microwave installed. 

 All cabinetry cleaned and new hinges and han-

dles. 

 Chimney and fireplace cleaned.  

 Heating system cleaned and inspected. 

 New floor in the kitchen. 

 

While there is still much that needs to be done, the 

house certainly looks great. 

 

Thanks are in order for many: 

 

 The members of the House of Prayer For All Na-

tions congregation led by Ramon and his plumb-

ing and handyman talents, Pastor Marco and his 

woodworking talents, and Demas and his paint-

ing expertise. Many from HOP spent a couple of 

hundred hours collectively and we thank them 

for their outstanding effort. 

 Thanks to Carol Russell, Al Cann, and Kathie 

Rife for putting the finishing touches on the 

Manse just before the move-in. 

 Although Skip and I were wondering at times if 

we really were retired, we can say without a 

doubt that the experience of working with such a 

great group of caring and talented people made 

all the hard work well worth the effort. 

 

The A/C in the Pitkin room has been providing com-

fort to all of the guests and staff during this unusual-

ly hot and humid July.  While it is not as cool as we 

might like it, it is serving its purpose well consider-

ing the fact that it was integrated into the existing 

heating system at a very low cost for central A/C. 

We will continue to try and make improvements. 

 

Next on the agenda is the painting of the Pitkin 

room, kitchen and lounge. We will again request the 

assistance of HOP.  We hope to accomplish this by 

our 175th anniversary on October 20th. 

 

Repairs to the Tower, updating of the fire alarm sys-

tem, as well as many other items will be addressed 

as time and finances allow. 

 

May God bless Fred and Jill with many happy years 

in their new home.  

 

Paul Wanamaker 

Chair, Building and Grounds Committee 
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BOOK OF THE MONTH 

Knowing Scripture 

R. C. Sproul 
 

 

The Bible is the written Word of God, and it is treasured in many of our homes. But it is also an ancient 

book about people and cultures very different from us. Thus, while we know we should read it, many of 

us don’t because we have a hard time understanding the Bible. In this updated edition of Knowing Scripture, 

R.C. Sproul helps us dig out the meaning of Scripture for ourselves. The author says, '”The theme of this 

book is not how to read the Bible but how to study the Bible.” He presents in simple, basic terms a com-

monsense approach to studying Scripture and gives eleven practical guidelines for biblical interpretation 

and applying what we learn.  

 

With a minimum of technical jargon, Sproul tackles some of the knotty questions regarding differences of 

interpreting the Bible, including: discovering the meanings of biblical words, understanding Hebrew poet-

ry, proverbs and parables, approaching historical and didactic passages, being careful with predictive 
prophecy, discerning how culture conditions the Bible, choosing and using Bible translations, commen-

taries, Bible software and other helps. Knowing Scripture is a basic book for both beginning Bible readers 

and those who have been at it for a long time. 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Knowing-Scripture-R-C-Sproul/dp/083083723X/ref=sr_1_1?

ie=UTF8&qid=1374890759&sr=8-1&keywords=Knowing+Scripture 
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WEBSITE OF THE MONTH 

 

Christian Classics Ethereal Library 

 

The Christian Classics Ethereal Library (CCEL) seeks to build up the church by making classic Christian 

literature widely available and promoting its use for edification and study by interested Christians, seekers 

and scholars. The CCEL accomplishes this by selecting, collecting, distributing, and promoting valuable liter-

ature through the World Wide Web and other media. The mission of the CCEL is to build up the church 

by making classic Christian writings available and promoting their use. 

 

http://www.ccel.org/ 

http://www.amazon.com/Knowing-Scripture-R-C-Sproul/dp/083083723X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1374890759&sr=8-1&keywords=Knowing+Scripture
http://www.amazon.com/Knowing-Scripture-R-C-Sproul/dp/083083723X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1374890759&sr=8-1&keywords=Knowing+Scripture
http://www.ccel.org/


Summer Sermon Series Continues 

 
 

meaning, pleasure and the vanity of life 

a summer sermon series on ecclesiastes 

august 4-sept 8 
 

Guest Preacher 

 
 

Sunday, August 4 at 10:00am 

“Light in the Darkness”  

Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 

Preaching: Dr. Elaine Lux 
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Sunday Readers/Coffee Hour Schedule 

 

      August 4: Skip & Carol Russell 

   August 11: Paul & Terri Wanamaker 

August 18: Kevin & Cindy Graham 

    August 25: Chuck & Carolyn Travers 



THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 
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LORD’S DAY 3 
 

6. Q. Did God, then, create man so wicked and 

perverse? 

A. No, on the contrary, God created man good1 and 

in his image2, that is, in true righteousness and holi-

ness3, so that he might rightly know God his Crea-

tor4, heartily love him, and live with him in eternal 

blessedness to praise and glorify him5. 

 

7. Q. From where, then, did man's depraved na-

ture come? 

A. From the fall and disobedience of our first par-

ents, Adam and Eve, in Paradise6, for there our na-

ture became so corrupt7 that we are all conceived 

and born in sin8. 

 

8. Q. But are we so corrupt that we are totally un-

able to do any good and inclined to all evil? 

A. Yes9, unless we are regenerated by the Spirit of 

God10. 

1Genesis 1:31.    
2Genesis 1:26, 27. 
3Ephesians 4:24. 
4Colossians 3:10. 
5Psalm 8. 
6Genesis 3. 
7Romans 5:12, 18, 19. 
8Psalm 51:5. 
9Genesis 6:5; 8:21; Job 14:4; Is 53:6. 
10John 3:3-5. 
11Genesis 1:31. 
12Genesis 3:13; John 8:44; 1 Timothy 2:13, 14. 

LORD’S DAY 4 
 

9. Q. But does not God do man an injustice by 

requiring in his law what man cannot do? 

A. No, for God so created man that he was able to do 

it11. But man, at the instigation of the devil12, in de-

liberate disobedience13 robbed himself and all his 

descendants of these gifts14. 

 

10. Q. Will God allow such disobedience and 

apostasy to go unpunished? 

A. Certainly not. He is terribly displeased with our 

original sin as well as our actual sins. Therefore he 

will punish them by a just judgment both now and 

eternally15, as he has declared16: Cursed is everyone 

who does not continue to do everything written in 

the Book of the Law (Galatians 3:10). 

 

11. Q. But is God not also merciful? 

A. God is indeed merciful17, but he is also just18. His 

justice requires that sin committed against the most 

high majesty of God also be punished with the most 

severe, that is, with everlasting, punishment of body 

and soul19. 

www.heidelberg-catechism.com 

13Genesis 3:6. 
14Romans 5:12, 18, 19. 
15Genesis 2:17; Exodus 34:7; Psalm 5:4-6; 7:11; Nahum 1:2;  

   Romans 1:18; 5:12; Ephesians 5:6; Hebrews 9:27.      
16Deuteronomy 27:26. 
17Exodus 20:6; 34:6, 7; Psalm 103:8, 9. 
18Exodus 20:5; 34:7; Deuteronomy 7:9-11; Psalm 5:4-6;  

    Hebrews 10:30, 31. 

 

http://www.heidelberg-catechism.com


Calendar of Upcoming 

Events: Don’t Miss Out! 

Sunday, August 4, 10am: Dr. Elaine Lux will be the guest 
preacher for the our worship service. 

 

Sunday, August 11, 10am: Pastor Fred returns to the pul-
pit for the worship service. 

 

Friday, August 16, 10am: Men’s Fishing Trip.  Meet at the 
church and head together to the Piermont Pier to for fishing 
and fun, lead by  Dr. Peter Park, expert fisherman and As-
sistant Professor of Biology at Nyack College. 

 

Monday, August 19-Friday, August 23, 5:30-8pm:  King-
dom Rock Vacation Bible School.  Contact the church office 
or Bonnie Williams to register or for more info. 

 

Monday, August 26: September Newsletter submission 
deadline.  You can send your submission to the church of-
fice via email: frchurch@optonline.net. 
 

Sunday, September 15: Save the date for Homecoming. 
 

Sunday, October 20: Save the date for our 175th anniver-
sary celebration. 

Nyack’s Hometown Church 

First Reformed Church of Nyack 
 

Church Location 
18 South Broadway, 
Nyack, NY 10960 
 
 
Mailing Address 
Box 565, Nyack, NY 10960 
 
 
845 358 5518 
frchurch@optonline.net 
www.nyackreformed.org 
www.facebook.com/groups/frcnyac 
 
Pastor/Preaching Elder 
Dr. Fernando Arzola Jr. 
fred@nyackreformed.org 
Manse  845 480 5680 
Office Hours 

  6:00pm–9:00pm Wednesday 
12:00am–5:00pm Friday 
12:00pm–3:00pm Sunday 

 
Office Manager/Newsletter Editor 
Sarah Kotecha 
 
Music Director 
James Rensink  
 
Children’s Sunday School Coordinator 
Bonnie Williams 
 
CONSISTORY 
Elders 
Jon Biavati (Clerk) 
Bruce Biavati 
Alan Cann 
Chuck Travers (Vice President) 
 
Deacons 
Kevin Graham 
Katherine Rife 
Skip Russell 
Paul Wanamaker 
 

Affiliated with 
The Reformed Church in America 

August Birthdays 

 

August 2: Marion Wanamaker 

August 11: Barbara Demarest 

August 12: Jim Rensink 

August 31: Gail Miller 

August Anniversaries 

 

August 14: Jeff & Helen 
Weishaar celebrate 70 
years! 

August 28: Kevin & Cindy 
Graham celebrate 31 years! 


